
Phelps Benefit Brings Whopping $100,000 

A record for a one-night fundraiser was set in the Santa Ynez Valley April 27,  
1987 when over $100,000 in net proceeds was raised to help defray rehabilitation  
costs for 39 year old Josh Phelps who was injured last July 2, when he was 
directing traffic on highway 246 near Buellton. He suffered severe neck and leg 
injuries and remained hospitalized until last month. 
 

Vikings of Solvang, a philanthropic group of some 180 men sponsored the event, 
the first of its kind for three years. The organization is known for helping fund 
people and causes having conducted at least eight such fundraisers since they were 
founded in 1974. 

A spokesman for the group said he expected to see $35,000 or "possibly even 
$40,000 (raised), but I never expected in my· wildest dreams we'd hit the 
100,000 mark” 

 
Cooperation for the event went further than just giving of time and money. 
Officials seemed to ignore that the building's capacity exceeded its limits. 
However, extra police were present to assist if an emergency had arisen. No 
incidents of any kind. 
 
If the Valley has 13,000 residents then the Viking Men's Club served 
approximately ten percent of the Valley that night. Approximately 12 percent 
were in and around the building at one time or another and 15 percent of the 
entire Valley purchased tickets, gave auction items and donated cash. 
 
The food line was horrendous, the auction lasted two hours longer than 
planned; at least three or four hundred people went and ate at local restaurants 
and came back to participate in the auction and dance. Dancing didn't begin 
until after midnight and only lasted a half-hour or so. In short, the evening 
would have been considered elsewhere, a ''hodgepodge...a good place to stay 
away from on a Friday night. " 
 
But not so in the Santa Ynez Valley. People didn't come to be coddled. They 
didn't come to be served on time. They didn't come to even be entertained. 
They came to help a neighbor who had given of himself, and while doing so 
met with tragedy. What happened to Josh could have happened to anyone in 
the room that evening and they all seemed to realize that. So any discomfort 



they may have felt by being packed in the room like sardines and jostled in 
line, like feeder-calves didn't matter one whit.  
 
As one person put it, "The joy was in seeing how well Josh was recovering. 
And a great side benefit is that had a chance to pick up the threads of old 
friendships ...visit with people I haven't seen for years. I didn't ever feel 
anything but warmth and an outpouring of love that night." 
 
We felt so strongly about the results of the event that you will notice we have 
devoted the major portion of this month's edition to recording answers to the 
question, ''What makes the people of this Valley so different (from people in 
most other areas) so generous?" We have lived in a number of other small 
communities, but never have we seen such generosity. As you read the 
answers, perhaps you too will find yourself trying to explain the phenomena. 
 
It really isn't necessary to analyze "why" we do what we do at every turn. But 
sometimes we analyze the negatives so often we fail to realize how the 
positives in life fit in.  
 
Just as it was fun to be a part of last month's fundraiser, we hope our readers 
will find it fun to see and read about what makes us tick. At this writing, over 
a week has gone by since the Phelps benefit, but the air of accomplishment 
and happiness still has hundreds and hundreds of people of the area on a 
"high." 
 
They didn't use anything to get there other than heart. And that's the greatest 
way on earth to do it, 
 
For all that Valley people do - for all the giving - throughout the past year, 
and all the years passed, we hope you are feeling good. You've earned the 
right to feel that way. Congratulations. 
 
And to Josh, we'd like to repeat what one of the attendees at your benefit said 
while standing in a drink line. We don't know his name, but he is a big guy, 
has a ruddy complexion and a big round smiling face.  His words were these:  
''Boy, for a kid operating from a wheel chair, that Josh sure can throw a hell of 
a party." And so he did. Thank you. 
 


